CLOSING THE SECOND CIRCLE 


The closing of the second circle in the life of an au- 
tonomous-aesthetic phenomenon: Think about The Macder- 
mots of Ballycloran, Phineas Redux, Barchester Towers, 
Sir Henry Hotspur of Humblethwaite of Anthony Trollope 
and think about the fact that Trollope rose early every 
morning and wrote approximately two hundred and fifty 
words every quarter hour for two and one-half hours. 
Think about The Making of Americans, Lucy Church Aimably, 
Portraits and P Prayers, Byron a Play of Gertrude Stein 
and think about the fact that Gertrude Stein was never 
able to write for much more than one-half hour a day. 
Think about Murder in the Cathedral, Sweeny Agonistes, 
The Cocktail Party, “Old P Possum's Book of Practical Cats 


was bringing into existence his longer works he habitu- 
ally worked (actual composition) three hours a day (often 
from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M.). Think about Point Counter Point, The 
Perennial Philosophy, Brave New World, Grey Eminence OE 
Aldous Huxley and think about the fact that Huxley usu- 
ally worked four to five hours a day (primarily in the 
morning). Think about Symphony No. c in A Minor, Sym- 
phony No. 2 in C Minor "Resurrection, " Symphony No. ane) 

in D Minor of Gustav Mahler and think about the fact 
that Mahler composed primarily during the summer months 
(Symphony No. 3 in D Minor for example was for the most 
part written down during the summers of 1895 and 1896). 
Think about the fact that the eighteenth-century painter 
Anton Raphael Mengs (according to his biographer the 
Cavaliere d'Azara) habitually began painting at the dawn 
of day and worked without interruption (except to dine) 
until the fall of night. Think about Symphony No. 4, 
Three Places in New England, Orchestral Set No ee of 
Charles Ives and think about the fact that Ives composed 
only on weekends and holidays. Think about the fact 
that creation, for Leonardo da Vinci, when bringing in- 
to existence The Last Supper, meant periods of literal 
formalization (it was Leonardo's habit to begin painting 
early in the morning and to continue--without putting 
down his brush--from dawn to dusk, often forgetting to 
eat and drink) followed by periods of self-criticism 
(for several days following a period of literal formal- 
ization Leonardo would spend sometimes an hour some- 
times two hours a day in S. Maria delle Grazie contem- 
plating/considering/examining/judging his work-in- prog- 
ress) followed by periods of literal formalization and 
and so on. Think about Anthony Trollope at work about 
Gertrude Stein at work about T. S. Eliot at work about 
Aldous Huxley at work about Gustav Mahler at work about 





